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(With dates acoordlijg to Oaitipbell and Adam) 



1. Parisinua A. IX Century. 

2. VenetuB "TT xn * 
S. Venetus *^^ XV » 

4. Ifonaoensls q XV * 

5. Cesenas M XII or XIII " 

6. vatioanus 6 xil (?)•• 

7. Vind, D.P'. 

8. Plor. R ( stall. x) 

9. Vatioanus r. 
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INTRODUCTION . 



The accepted leading MSS. of Plato's Republic are Parisinus 
A and Venetus ^ 

Paris. A. has beon generally accepted as the best extant 
MS* Of the Republic for various reasons which I shall state 
hereafter. 

As to the relative value of the remaining MSS* t we find a 
divergence of opinion; different editors and collators having 
their own preferences. 

It would be a fruitless task for rae to try to consider and 
compare more than foiir or five of the Minor MSS.; those which 
are clearly superior to the remaining ones. 

Leaving these fo\ir or five out of the question^ the other 
MSS. have a few strong readings which bring thera to our con- 
sideration and at the sarae time many faults which prove them 
to be much inferior to Par is. A. or Venetus 7T 

As the limits of this paper will not admit of an exhaustive 
comparison of all MSS., and as the MSS. are not at hand for 
comparison, it shall be my object by selecting a number of ques- 
tionable sextual passages occurring in various parts of the Re- 
public, to show the manifest superiority of Parisinus A. and 
the apparent relative value of the most prominent Minor MSS., 



-3- 




o 




# 



as they appear to the student of Plato's Reimblic. 

I shall not attempt to enter into a discussion upon the 
probable families to irtiich the different MSS. belong. This 
question has been considered at length by several editors with 
different results. 

(Cf. Campbell Vol. II Esp. on Oesenas M. ) 



I have used csjnpbell's list, of errors to which MSS. are 
liable. But I shall not refer to all of thern. 



A^. Clerical errors. 

1. Porras of letters mistaken. 

2. Sounds " • " as "h for e « etc. 

3. Where letters are added or omitted. 

4. Repetition of letters, words, or phrases. 

5. Omission due to the recurrence of some word or 
syllable. 

6. Confusion in division of words and in running 
words together. 

7. Transposition of words or letters. 

B,. Errors due to Mental Association. 
1. False construction . 
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2. OonTasion of tenses and moods. 

3. Substitution of ^rords. 

4. Confusion between affirmative and negative, etc* 

5. Negative added or omitted. 

6. Positive nnd privative confused. 

0.- Congplex Errors. 
D. Accretions. 
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Value of Parisinus A* 



A* Paris. A* has been so generally considered the best 
of all the MSS. of the Republic, that editors have deened it 
unnecessary to cite nany of the instances where its superiority 
is clearly shownt but in such cases have accepted the authority 
of Paris. A. wihout cormaent. 

Editors have occupied their tine in considering places 
where Paris. A. is questionable or clearly at fault. And these 
faults of Paris. A. are few compared with the many faults of 
Minor MSS. which could be revealed were a thorough study and 
comparison of these MSS. possible here. 



B,. The age of Paris. A, (its date being placed at the 
ninth century )♦ adrls greatly to its value as a Mss. of the Re- 
public . 

Its age is determined chiefly by its handwriting which 
seems to mark a much earlier period than that of any of the 
other MSS. 



_C. P-iris. A. is also characterized by its inarlced free- 
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dom froTTi careleesness, which is so characteristic of the other 
MSS. 



ERRORS . 



!• Marked freedom from palaeographical or clerical errors, 
which are more comnon in other MSS. 

Some examples of the tendency of Paris. A. to err in this 
regard ♦ are:- 



A. 



WoT^^^v' • , Paris. A; Mon. B; and 
MSS. = < Others. 

TTor/pcuv^^ Paris. A. (corrected) 



TToT&OOY - can be read but it does not convey the exact 
thought . 

The question is,- 

•In which of the two classes, «• and not- »» which of the two 
classes, do number and unity seera to be?" 



Editors- 



Hermann = Tf^ T6 po 
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1 Schneider 
S Campbell S = TTo T6 Co w 

2 Stallbauni j 



This 18 one of the few manifest clerical errors of Paris 
A* The copyist, not following the thought closely, confused 
(o) and (<^), and wrote 7roT6^o\^ which the diorthotes cor- 
reoted to W^Tf- c>*j^\'s 



b. 477 b.s 



The thought no doubt calls for the omission of <J^ *-* TO^ u 
or for another wdrd in its place. 



MSS. 



i * 



k, TT , M and others - aw»7"^k 



Von. f . - omits (X\jT7j*^ 



Notice that TT & M follow A. 
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Editors • 



Stallbaiirii brackets ^ ^ / ^ I/. 






Zurich Editors 

Heiraann 



Warren 



write a!'X\ h ^ 



Schneider 



Osjnpbell > omit 0.0 Th \^ 
(with Yen. t) 

Since one MS* Yen. f. omits AvThv^ and it is impossible 
to read it, I am inclined to follow Schneider and Campbell in 
omitting it. The 6LvTj^y is no doubt due to the preceding 
sound ( ^A /yy ), which confused the copyist, and ought 

to be omitted. 



0. 577 b 



MSS. A- A^of6e<y^ 

TT » ay dcpB 6c y 

Here, two words in Paris. A. are run together 



2^. Some errors due to mental assooiation occur in Paris. 

* 

A. but are much more frequent in later minor MSS. 
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A. 



391 d 



MSS. Paris A. = ^ 



i'W 



au 



Yen. 



Vat. 



i'XX 




/XX^i/ ^^oZ ttaT^a. 



av 



Paris. D,X 
and others 



JlWo\j Is clearly an error in A. 



Editors - 



Stallbaum 
Hermann 
Campbell 
others 



a. 



\X 



ov 



This may be an exanple of a false constn^ction, called by 
Campbell, »A kind of 5*piirioiis attraction of a pronoun to what 
'the innediate context suggests". 

(But I think it is more likely a clerical error, a con- 
fusion between ( V ) and ( U ) • ) 



b. 



S52 C 



A;- Il/<cl coos for ^y A^^ ^ 
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This 1b an example of an instance vrhere a word of frequent 
occurrence is substituted for a word in the text. The words 
were not divided in the earlier MSS. and this error is pro- 
bably in some v/ay due to that fact. 

c^. The confusions between affirmative and negative, 
positive and privative, and other logical confusions are fouind 
mostly in the Minor MSS. 



(1) 537 e 

« 
MSS. Paris. A. 

Vat. ^ ^ « /(Ci \ov 

* in 



■.l\ 



ven. 77" 
Ces 



/Ka./<o\^ 



Here Ven. TT and Cesenas. M have the correct rending; 

I think that this error too might be due to a confusion 
of letters, /( being taken for \ , thus placing it among the 
ol<:3rical errors- more common to A,, than the confusion between 
positive and privative terras. 
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(2) S95 C. 

Here Paris. A. omits the necessary {/U)l) after ( (va, ), 
which Is found In TT t M, 



Z. There are few complex errors In Paris. A. 



a. 403 b 



(This may be called a clerical error). In separating the 

words, the corrector evidently thought the (V) belonged to 

y 

( ^oc/^^ ) and took the (o) for the article, thus making It 

necessary to add the syllable ( V o ) to \'o juo^&TJ^ s 

The correct reading isaipplled by 77* , « ^/om-o^ ( Tjf <recs^ 



4,. Accretions are few In Paris. A. and probably covered by the 
following c':^ses. 

a. 580 d. 



To \.o yCiTTc /<o \y 



This is a manifest accretion, although Schneider prints it 
(cf Schneider). 
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MSS 



• 3 omits 7l£> A^V^^'/c /^ou 



b. 525 e. 



d^o is added to otLvcx^s ^ Su0 , evidently can- 

not stand. This accretion is found in A'^ (being corrected by 
A* )f and in Yen. 7T • It is therefore early. The error is 
likely due to a confusion in the sound of Oiriv^ouS which 
precedes* 



c. S64 d. 



\c(rr€^c Of' 



d. 581 e. 



A 



(cf Campbell's conjecture of ct\>^ ^f-v?^ S which 
Adam prints. ) 

Paris. A. can often be rend without taking the easier 
readings of Minor MSS. 
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a. 


434 d.7 




(■W&?\^o 


MSS.- 


Paris. A. = 




Paris. K. \ 




ven. 1 / 




Uon. q. I 




others / 


Bdltors- 






Ast ( both ed. ) 




gtallbatmi 



eA^&t 



m (-/{f-C^^O 



= 6A^<^^ 



= A 



Sohnalder 

Campbell 



ef<t<-vo 



The rending( frf^tt ) can be interpreted. 
^t/<AC<»^*'vyv ) oan be understood with ( Qe^^CKT^AL 



( 



), and 



adds fresh force to 6 V ,CC &<■ Cove 



T\ vi. , 



Since the reading of Paris. A. oan be so easily interpre- 
ted and is upheld by stallbaurn snd Ast, I see no reason for 
changing to the rending of an inferior MS. 



(of. Dem. Phil. II p. 70, 26. 



S^^ Si 



c:>s 










_ix_ 
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b. 525 A 6 

To u 



USS. Paris. A. = To u T^^ 



Ven. 

To ro 

anr? others 




The difference In the meaning conveyed by the two cases Is 
so small, that I question very much the change to Tox^ To 



£• 540 b 2 

Mss. - A^= Cpi\o<ro(pi'a. 

9 

The correction of A.* is generally accepted and (pL^oro (pcdiv 
is pronoixnced an error in the MSS. 

What was the cause of this TfpoS with the accusative In 
the MSS? 

How far can we go in saying that Mss. are at fault? An 
English writer of today commits apparent errors. And may not 
Plato have done the sajie and rrit+en TT/Oc s with the accusa- 
tive here, by an oversight, and the MSS. A, TT ♦ & M, after all 
not be at fault? 



t »- 
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There are many minor errors in Paris. A, such as- 

1. Accentuation of enclitics, 

2. Confusert breathings. 

3. Spelling f etc* 

(of. Campbell.) 



We also find in Paris. A* traces of true Attic spelling; 

of. 360 c - CLTTO/^TfiV^^KCLi 

603 e - \JOS $ ©nd others. 



The nunber of corrections to Paris. A. made by the second 
hand, when the first is at fault, add very iirjoh to its value 
as a whole. These corrections by A are about one fifth of 
those necessary to the first hand. 
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6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
IS. 
14. 
15. 
16. 



Mino r M anuBcrlptB . 



1. Venetus 



2. 






3. UonacenslB q 

4. AngelicuB v 

5. Vatic anus ^ 



Vlndobonensls 
Parlslnus K, 
Vatloanas m 



f 



V 



A-/ 



Plor. B. 

" R. 

» T. 

" U. 

Vind. D. 

• E. 

" P. 



= ( Stall. b) 



- ( 

- ( 
= ( 



• X) 

•• a' ) 



17. Cesenas U 



(and others) 



XII century 



IV 



XV 



XVI 

XII 



XV 



XV 



— ^ XV (?)<• 



HI or XIII 



(BlCS.2-10) 



(Bks. 1-2) 



(of. Adem. ) 



• 



c 



• 




The Minor Manuscripts are valuable for correcting the 
errors of Parlsinus A*, and supplying its omissions. 

Having established the value of Parlsinus A. , the assist- 
ance which each iiiinor MS. gives to Paris. A. when wrong » should 
determine its relative value. 

My decision on the value of these MSS. must be arrived 
at mainly f by what I can gather from the works of the Editors/ 
(the MSS. themselves not being available), and by a number of 
the nost important exaniples which I can select. 



Cobet was so pleased ^rith Paris. A. that he would have 
destroyed the others. But later authorities find many readings 
in the Minor MSS. to Justify their consideration. 
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YENETUS 7T 

I. Venetus TT Is one of the oldest extant MSS. of the Re- 
public, probably the oldest excepting Paris. A. Its date is 
placed at the twelfth century. 

So:^e editors have attraipted to group the Minor MSS., but 
their results do not all agree. 

(of. Conclusion p. ) %/i?, 

Venetus Jl has been placed at the head of the second 
group, and next in rank to Paris. A. , by the later editors, 

Schanz 
Campbell 
Adam 

While the earlier editors, Ast and Schneider, following 
BekXer, place it fourth. Stallbaura places it third* 



II. The loss of sorae portions of Venetus y^ detracts some- 
what fro^n its value. 

The missing parts are:- 

VI 507 e, to VII 515 d. 
X 612 e, tC^Tc Ta-uTa. , to the end. 



io 



• 




III. one feature of TT is thjp.t its first hand has received 
very few corrections. Thus we can see it to advantage^ as it 
was first written. 

The oorrections in ^ were made in the l5th Centxrry and 



/ 



IV. Instances where JT agrees with Paris. A., and is cor- 
rect thereby strengthening both MSS. 



Yen. ^ » and other Minor MSo. (as I said before) are 
usually quoted by editors only where they correct Paris. A. 

Where they agreo with A., when it is correct, often no 
coinment is i ade, it being deemed vinnecessary owing to the su- 
periority of Paris. A. 

Hence I shall refer only to plac(3s where Men./T n either 
alone or with other MSS., sho^s its value in correcting Paris 
A. 

(cf. 540 b.^ p. «e-. ) /J- 



Note- There are a number of instances where 77~ agrees 
with A, and both are y/rong, which instances serve no purpose 
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here in deteiiaining the value of Jf (of. 477 bJ'i p. -ii-. ) 



V. Where Venetus 77" corrects A. 



Not 



I have comented only on those places in dovibt, 



as the others are too generally accepted to need any coiaient. 



1. 



551 d. 



MSS 



A. (M) = 
TT = 






ex/ 



/ 



Editor 



Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaujn 

Hermann 

Campbell 

Adam 



77^ Slcl cpto^/^o^K. 
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z. 



366 A. i 



Mss.- A. (M) - dc r&\era.\ 






Bdltora. Hermann - Cl , 



Beklcer 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaujn 

Campbell 

Adaia 




Hermann opposed to /T and all editors, emends when It is 



unnecess? ry, 

(of. Hermann •s text) 
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389 d. 



3. 








MSS. - 


A. (M) = 


• 




TT - 


Editors- 


• 


Bekker 
Ast 




1 


Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Hermann 

Can^pbell 

Adam 



//. 



4. 



MSS 



391 d. 



A. (M) = 

If ^ 






lid It or 



BekXer 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Heimaim 

Cainpbell 
Adam 

-.9.%-. 




I 



• 




458 e. 



5. 



MSS.- 



Bdltors- 



\j muvov crScL 



A (M) - \\jiu 

Bekker 
Ast 



Schneider 

Stallbaun 
Hermann 
Cangpbell 
Adam 




6. 



MSS,- 



Editor s- 



499 d> 

Bekker \ 

Ast 



Schneider 
Stallbaum 
Hermann 
Campbell 

Adam 



CO T'CK 



TT, 
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544 C* 



7. 










MSS.- 


A. (M) - /^Ai ^ yr^a^r 


Editors- 




BeViKer \ 
Ast 1 

Schneider I ^"-77^ 
Stallbaura / 






OaKrpbell 





Adeia 



/ 



Heimanii = brackets, ^ « 



HeiBiann sees that ( ^ ) can hardly stand against reading of 
Yen. 7r 



8. 




603 e. 




USS. 


A. (M) a 

TT = 


Editors- 




Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbauin 

HeiTiiann 

Carapbell 






yr. 





\ 



• 




VI. Where Venetus Tf corrects Paris. A., and is supported 
by M. 



333 d. 



1. 



MSS- A = de^iC 



Editors- 


Bekker 


■ 


Ast 




Schneld er 




Stall baun 




Heirnann 




Campbell 



= . 77; M 



Adsm 



347 e. 
MSS. - A a 



'• . <r.? <r.' 



77- u . Sh S'^" 



Editors- Bekker 

Ast 



Schneider 

Stallbaujn ^ - yf^ M 

Heinann 
Campbell 

Adam 



• 




378 c. 



3. 



uss. 



A - /^ ^ XAo 



7r^ VL » \e/^Tf-a ,^^^^^ 



Editors- BeX?<Hcr \ 

Ast 






Stallbaun > a // , /V\ 



Canipbell I 



Adsm 



Hermann - A. 



X&^T^a. may be conjeotural In 77" ♦ M and other MSS., 
but, with this Manuscript authority and the concurrence of most 
editors, I hardly think Hermann is justified in omitting it. 
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4. 



MSS. - 



S87 c. 



A » 



TT, u^ 



U TTC 



\j7r& 



e 



.^ \ f^ A /? y 






Editors- 



B^ker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaiun 

Hermann 

Campbell 

Adam 



= TT, U, 



5. 



MSS. 



Edltors- 



TT, M 



395 G. 



C V 



^ 



•^ 



Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaixm 
Hermann 

Caiqpbell 
Adam 



^ 



= -7^ U 




• 



."^ 



• 




6. 



402 d. 



MSS.- 



7r,u^ ^y or( 



Bditora- 



Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaujn 

Hermann 

Cantpbell 

Adam 



TT, M 



7. 



MSS- 



421 d. 



A - 
U - 



Slcl^ Sec '/O ^^ 



Editors- 



BekXer 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Hermann 

GaiApbell 



Adam 



-29- 



= 7?^ M 
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8. 



Bditors- 



450 o. 



MSS- A = TT^i p 



Bekker 
Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Hermann 

Campbell 

Adam 






au V 



777 M 



495 a. 



MSS- 



Bdltor 



77; M 



A - apcL 



? 



Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Hermann 

Campbell 
Adam 

-30 



777 M 



f 




6S7 e. 



10. 










MSS. 




A- ^(L^OV 






-TT, 


A 

• 


Sdltors. 






Bekker V 
Ast 1 
Schneider / 
StallbaiOT \ - 
Hennann 1 
Campbell I 
Adam / 


U. 






568 e. 




MSS- 




A - &T &p ^v S 



77; u ^ &y^^c^/3 



tt; m 



01/ S 



Bekter 
A8t 

Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Hermann 

Campbell 

Adam 



77" U 



.-51- 



f 




Venetus 



/ 



!• The date of Venetus c is placed at the fifteenth 
century, when it was written by the scholar Johannes Rhosus. 

Venetus / is placed \yy Campbell in the third group of 
MSS*, followins M. 

Ast places > in group with TT (2nd group,) It is, how- 
ever, considered to be an emended Ms, to soiae extent. 

The Aldine edition of Plato (1513) is said to have been 
printed fro?n Venetus h as its chief source. 

Bekker followed by Schneider ranks > third, 

Stallbaun ranks t^ fourth, 

Caiapbell ranks c fourth or fifth. 



f 



II. Where Venetus Q corrects P?ris, A. 
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1. 



MSS.- 



531 d. 



6-V<-«-* 






Editor s- 



BeXker 
Ast 

Sohneld er 
Stallbaujn 
Hermann 



- ^ 



Cainpbell 
Adam » 



) 



A - (?) 



2. 



MSS.- 



407 c. 



As 7~<v o % 



^- 



irc\y (LS 



Editors- 



Bekker 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbatira 

Hermann 

Campbell 
Adam 

-33- 
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f 




4S4 d. 



J 



3. 

MSS- A - <^/^ ^^ 



i 



=r &/<"f<^ ^O 



Editors- stallbaum 



Adeni 



Bek};er 

A8t 

Schneider 

Hermann 

Campbell 



./ 



I Should not call this a clear case of correction ty 

(cf. pa2';s 1$ & If^) 



/ 



440 e. 



4. 



MSS- A= 7c \oyt (TTcA^cu 

4 = Too Xoyc rr<-/^i>C 



Edito rs- BelcXer 

Ast 
Schneider 

Stallbaum 

Henna nn 
Campbell 



f 




• 



t 



f 




H 



Adam, I think, ralsses the thought, = Arrays Itself on 
the side of the rational part*. 



MS3- 



442 C 



A - 



A o "Sriju \y 






y 



Edltors- 



Belclcer 

Ast 

Schneider 

Stallbaiun 

Herraann 

Campbell 

Adam 
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"JfoT^ ♦ wo doubt, was not used here 'oy Plato 
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supplies this manifestly correct reading against all 



best MSS. 
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Monacensis g. 

I. Monacensis q. is credited with the fifteenth centiiry 
as its date. 

Plor. /p ^ {ox '2^ ) agrees very closely with q. One is 
probably derived from the other, but, as the date of Plor/C? 
in iincertain, it is inpossible to tell which is the oldest. 

Mbn. q. is usually chosen as the safer authority, owing to 
the fact that it has been carefully collated by Bekker and 
Schneider, find therefore it mil be of much greater value to 
a student of the Republic. 

Monacensis q^ is placed under the second group of Manu- 
scripts following Ven. 77" f as an emended Ms. 



II Where Monacensis q. corrects Parisinus A 



1. 

kSS- 


351 a. 


Bdltors- 


Bekker 




Schneider 




Stallbaura 




Hermann 




Campbell 




Adam 
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q. 



A. 




t 



• 




2. 
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Belcker 
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= q 
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e? 



f OV/ is generally accepted, but cf. Mano 94 



1 ' 

p" 



'^ 5" TT/?^ ^C w 



a^s/dp^TToifS y ^^ 
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Sditors are about evenly divided, but q. fits the sense 



better. 
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, but approves. 



6 ^ ^ as found in Mon. q. is generally accepted, and 
fits into the text well, making better sense. 
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Oesenas U. 

I. Oesenas M. is found In the Malatestian Library at 
Ct:jsena. Its date is from the twelfth to the thirteenth cen- 
turi;St making it the oldest MS. next to A & 77" • Campbell 
ranks Cesenas M next to Venetus 77" in worth. He devotes many 
pages in his second volume to establishing the value of M. and 
I think clearly demonstrates , by comparing it with A and TJT f 
that it is one of the most valuable Minor MSS. 

Cesenas M, no doubt, bears a close relation to Vatican in,, 
and is probably from the same original source • 



cf 
1. 



2. 



3. 





390 b. 


M, in - 


/:m 


A (&c) » 


^"^ (^ 




392 a. 


M, m, = 


CCS ocov S 


A (&o) = 


0< o oS 




403 a. 



A (&o) = iA^/0 f-c 
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4. 420 e. 



A (&0) - AdiTa./^>.cv<f->^'r'&S 



5. 465 a. 



Tttiox/' 






They also, often form elisions in the same way,- 
1. of. 357 C T"^' (To flV 77) T^f 
569 k y>/ Aij ^ <=^ ^^ 



II. Beki^er regards Vatican in. with but little favor and 
places it last in his list of 113 S. Schanz rajocts it entirely. 
Vatican ra. is probably later thnn M, its date being uncertain. 

Cesenas M is a inuch safer JifS. to follow, as Vat. ra. is 
seriously Interpolated in uany plr^cos rnd much more corrupt. 
A comparison of the errors of M and m taken from 466 - 480^ 
shows that M has 36 errors, while n has 57. (cf. Campbell on 
M & m Vol. II) 
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II I • Where M corrects Paris. A 
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Hermann - 



Plor. R. (Stallbaiin's x) 
vind. D. 
" P. 
Vat. r. 




These are late anrl corrupt MSS. But I make note of them 
here, because they are credit e(5. vrith a few corrections to Paris 
A. These corrections although, generally printed by editors, 
may be only conjectures and i-robably were not in the original 
MS. 



-50- 



) 



of. X (Plor. R. ) 



1. 348 e. 



<^ 






/Of 



2. 378 b. 

A » So/^uj 



Vind. D. 



1. 388 e . 



D - (-fl^ 
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Vlnd. F. 
478 a. 



620 b . 
As c<l» (T^ l/ T^co ^ &( ^o's T"^*** 
P s Co (TO. J 7-to5 6cVrtf^7->V 
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CONCLUSION. 



In selecting the Minor MSS* which I have consicleron., I 
have taken f o ir in particular. Two froia each of the two minor 
groups as listed by Caiupbell. 

Note- (Campbell and Schanz place Parisinus A. at the 
head of the first group, and Venetus T/'at the head of the se- 
cond group, (followed by q.d. etc.)- While Campbell alone 
places Oesenas M at the head of the third croup (followed by 
^ , m, &c.) 

Ast places Ven c in group with // (cf, pg. 32). 

Adams, a later editor than Campbell, credits Cesenas U 
alone, with two indisputable readings, (viz. 492 e & 547 b* ) 
but, although he says nothing in contradiction to Campbell' 4 
support if M, yet he does not accept Cesenas M as the third 
best MS. as Campbell does, Adam's order is A.TT, ^ , q#v. 



My selection has been, 

1. Paris. A. fron first group. 

2. Ven.TT and Mon. q. (emended MS) from second group. 

3. Cesenr^s M and Ven. ^ (emended MS) from third group. 



In selecting the corrections to Paris. A., as foimd in 



V.) 



If b f q. & M. , I have not ma^^e an exhaustive list for either 
MS*, Init, to the J.!S* offering the largest ntmb^r of corrections 
to P?^ris At the largest niinber h?^s beon given here. 



There are 170 errors in the first hrnd of Paris* A. Of 



these error s,- 



33 were corrected by A. 

42 » » ""TT sone with M, ( Jf try- 

ing the precedence, beinj the olc'est). 

25 Yrere corr cted by P 

24 » • • q. and (q. corrected) 

14 ■ » • M. 

The remainins corrections are divider? among othor in- 

ft 

ferior MSS. and conjectures, as — 

S were corrected by X (Flor. R. ) 
3 " •• » Vind. P. 
1 was » » » D. 
1 » • » Vet. r. 
About 3 to 5 were corrected on the testlnony of ancient 
writers. About 19 were conjeetural. 

(cf Campbell) 
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It would ap3:ear from the consld oration of the MSS. above, 
that no MS. is without errors, and that they are mutually de- 
pendent on eaoh other. 

Then too, the MSS. have so orosseri each other th^t it seems 
well nigh impossible, from the extant MSS., to decide on the 
line of their descent. And this fact makes it a difficult and 
uncertain task to judge their relative worth* 

Should the relative Trorth of the above MSS. be determined 
solely bj'' the number of their corrections to Paris* A*, their 
ordar vrould probably be as follows, 

Venetus yp ; Venetus q ; Monacensis q; Cesenas M* 

But, I thinX, in making a decision, that several other 
points should be considered. 

1. Venetus c and Monacensis q, «to lator MSS. than Cese- 
nas M by probably more than two centuries. 

2. c & q- are both held to be emended MSS. (admitting 
readings from various sources often conjectural). 

3. Cesenas M agrees Tvith Venetus IJ in 24 places Tvhere it 
corrects Paris. A. 

4. M agrees with Paris. A. in many places where 77" end 
others differ. 

5. The main text of M appears to be independent of TT or 
A, that is, it appears to represent a third group of MSS. And 
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is probatly from the sf-rrjo so-.irca. Trial le q. pi^beoly b^- 



lo itTs to the B^rze Tanily as 77" • 



After ^.aXins these i-oints into consideration^ I thin::. 






th3 ppo-sent tir:3, thti relative value of thc^se US3. nay 



■-^f 



77; M, ^^ q. or 77; M, q^^, 
^ and q. ar-.;eap to be abaat equal in val iri. 



The order would then be, 

1. Parisinus A. 

2. Venet 15 TT 

3. Cesenas M, 




or vice versa 



The e8ti:iate of the value of tiir^^a Kincr i:s3. nay change 
in future. Pnither investigation nay bring other obscure Mss 
into greater prominence as Cajnpbell has done irith Cessnas K, 
or so:::e hitherto unknown MS. may be ciscovercjd. 



— t? 




< 



C) 



only an exhaustive study and comparison of Paris. A. 
with each MS. separately, could deteniiine their exact relative 
value. And even then, there is so much room for question and 
difference of opinion, and so much is left to conjecture, that 
investigators would not likely agree more closely on their or- 
der of worth than at present. 

I should say ^ word in regard to Vaticanus Q which Ms. I 
have not conoiderod. 

Vat. Q is placed second to A. by Ast, Schneider and Stall- 
bauni, but they follow BekKer in doing so. 

Bekker had almost ignored Venetus Jf , placing it fourth 
in rank. 

But according to Schanz (followed by Campbell), Vat. ^ is 
derived from Ven. l(r as far as III 389 d. , and after that point 
from Ven.TP. 

Vat. U also generally agrees with r. rrhich has a higher 
claim in value. , 

Of the indisputable corrections to Paris A, but one can 
be attributed to G and that is found also in Vind E. 

of. 354 b. 

a, IT, ' e' 
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Hence^ by basing ?iy decision mainly oh places where co3>- 
rections to Paris. A. are supplied, I have not thought best to 
place Vat. (7 among the best Uinor Mss. of the Republic. 



The number of errors found in each Minor Ms. might have 
some weight in determining just how much faith is to be placed 
In it when found to supply a r.-ading for Paris. A. 

But the Minor Mss. are ^11 so full of errors of all Xinds^ 
that the difference in the value of any two MSS. ascertained 
fron a knowledge of this fact would not be sufficient to Justi- 
fy such an almost endless and fruitless study. 



As to the remaining M3S. which are not considered here, I 
agree with Adam, that while we caniiot determine on the best, 
yet again we cannot discard them unless we can prove conclusive- 
ly that they are descended from A or 77^(or M. ) 

This would require a complete collation of all MSS., an 
exhaustive comparison with A, JT ^ C*')* ^^d a conclusive ex- 
planation of the points of difference between tho copy and its 
original. Since the last irequirement does not seem possible, 

« 
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we must retain these Minor MSS. and althoush they show greater 
corruption than the others, teke them at their manifest worth. 
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